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ABSTRACT 

The fourth generation of district heating will play a significant role in the decarbonization of 

energy systems. In general, only space heating demand is considered when assessing the district 

heating potential, excluding hot water. In contrast, the hot water demand accounts for up to 

18% of total final energy demand in buildings. Hence, in this paper, a spatial-temporal method 

for annual hot water demand is considered in conjunction with space heating demand while 

technically and economically assessing the expansion potential of the district heating. A 

bottom-up heat demand mapping process was carried out for Pristina city to identify the space 

heating demand of buildings, while a top-down approach was used for spatial mapping of hot 

water demand. Hourly, daily, weekly and seasonal hot water demand profiles, besides heating 

degree-day method used for space heating, were considered when estimating the temporal 

operation of district heating. The findings show that the existing district heating can be 

increased four times when excluding hot water and five times when considering both space 

heating and hot water demand of buildings. Moreover, the heat supply capacities needed in 

district heating to cover space heating and hot water demand would be 600 MW and 70 MW 

respectively.  
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HIGHLIGHT 

• Spatial-temporal method for assessing district heating expansion in cities 

• Spatial analysis consider domestic hot water besides space heating demand 

• Hourly intervals of hot water and space heating demand are modelled in the analysis 

• Hourly, daily, weekly and seasonal variations of hot water demand are considered 

• The results show that hot water contributes significantly to the district heating 
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NOMENCLATURE 

Af
b     building floor area, m2  

nf      number of building floor 

cr        calibration ratio between net and gross building heated area, % 

An.h
b    net building heated area, m2 

Ag.h
b    gross building heated area, m2 

Ap.h
b    partially heated area of a building, m2 

Qs.h
b     space heating demand per building, kWh/year   

esh
b      annual specific space heating demand per building category, kWh/m2year  

Qs.h
grid

 total space heating demand in a cell with 250 m x 250 m, kWh/year  

Qs.h
city

  overall city space heating demand, kWh/year  

cpw    specific heat capacity at constant pressure, Wh/kg˚C 

mwi   domestic hot water flow rate, l/day 

thw     hot water supply temperature, ˚C 

tcw     cold water temperature, ˚C  

An.a
b     net area of a building, m2 

At.n.a
grid

  total net area of the buildings in a grid with 250 m x 250 m, m2  

Pc
grid

  number of people in a grid with 250 m x 250 m,  number of occupants 

aa.n.a
c   average net building area per occupant,  m2/occupant 

Qh.w
grid

  domestic hot water demand per grid, kWh/day 

eh.w
c     specific hot water demand per occupant, kWh/occupant · day 

Qt.h
grid

 total aggregated heat demand in a grid with 250 m x 250 m,  MWh/year             

DHp   district heating potential, euro/year 

Cheat  price of heat, euro/MWh 

LCOH levelized cost of heat, euro/MWh 

lg.e    specific equivalent network length within a grid size with 250 m x 250 m, m/m2 

Cg.e   cost of distribution network installation length in a grid with 250 m x 250 m for inner 

cities, euro/m 

leg.DH existing district network length, m  

AnDH  net area of buildings connected to district heating (DH), m2 

Ap.DH potential net building areas for connection to expanded DH, m2 
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Agrid  area of the ground distributed network, m2 

Tam  ambient dry air temperature, ˚C 

Tin   building design air temperature, ˚C 

 

ABBREVIATIONS  

EU       European countries  

DH      District Heating 

CO2       Carbon Dioxide 

4GDH fourth generation of district heating 

DHW  Domestic Hot Water 

GIS     Geographical Information System  

RES    Renewable Energy Sources  

PV      Photovoltaics 

COP   Coefficient of Performance 

HDD  Heating Degree Day  

QGIS Quantum Geographical Information System 

LCOH Levelized Cost of Heat 

1. INTRODUCTION 

The building sector is responsible for about 40% of the overall final energy consumption, 

mostly due to space heating and domestic hot water (DHW) heating [1]. In the majority of 

countries worldwide, the second-largest energy consumption (after space heating) in building 

energy balance accounts for DHW heating. For instance, the DHW in Europe accounts for 14% 

of total final energy consumption in buildings, while in the USA this share is even higher up to 

18% [2]. The share of DHW in final energy consumption will increase as opposed to space 

heating which is expected to decrease because of building refurbishment measures and better 

energy management systems [3]. Many studies are focusing on the reduction of energy 
consumption for DHW production using heat pumps and renewable heating solutions [4], 
[5], [6]. 
 
According to [7] the useful heat demand of residential and commercial buildings for European 

Countries (EU) in 2010 was estimated at approximately 13.1 EJ. In addition, around 66% of 

the total heat demand of buildings in the EU is supplied by fossil fuels, while only 12% of heat 

demand is covered by district heating (DH) [7]. In Kosovo, the share of energy consumption in 

the building sector in 2015 accounted for 44.3% of total energy consumption [8]. Out of this, 

around 80% of total energy consumption in buildings is consumed for space heating and DHW 

heating [9]. This means that 1/3 of the total final energy consumption of the country takes the 

form of heat that is consumed for space heating and DHW heating. The DH share in Kosovo is 

around 8.5% of total heat demand [8], which is a bit lower in comparison with EU countries 

and hence the DH is only used to supply buildings with space heating.  
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In general, DH systems supply building with space heating (excluding DHW), however 

research [10] shows that the fourth generation of district heating (4GDH) that supplies buildings 

with space heating and DHW is one of the vital technology that is critical for a sustainable 

energy transition towards low carbon energy systems [11], [12]. In this regard, the 

developments of 4GDH involve the sustainable energy supply and addressing the challenge of 

meeting the space heating and DHW demand for increased energy-efficient buildings [13]. 

4GDH will supply existing, renovated and new buildings with low-temperature district heat for 

space heating and DHW heating, distribute heat in networks with very low heat losses, recycle 

heat from low-temperature sources, integrate renewable heat, aid in the integration of variable 

renewables, ensure suitable planning cost and effective structures for a transition toward 

sustainable energy systems [13]. Therefore, DH will play a critical role for sustainable space 

heating and DHW supply in buildings hence it needs to be expanded up to the economically 

feasible level. However, research focusing on DH potential assessments have neglected the 

contribution of DHW by considering only the space heating demand of buildings. As major 

refurbishment measures are expected to take place in buildings for reducing space heating 

demand in the future, the share of DHW in final energy consumption in buildings will continue 

increasing. Considering the fact that DH is undergoing towards the conversion to low 
supply temperature 55°C or even ultralow supply temperature (35 - 45°C) district 
heating, there are more studies on how to produce DHW in such cases [14], [15].  
 
Bottom-up and top-down heat demand mapping methods are used for assessing the 

economically viable DH potential locally and regionally. In general, DH potential assessments 

consider the economic analysis of heat supply technologies, district heat prices and network 

distribution expansion costs. However, the study [16] suggests that not only these indicators 

should be taken into account when assessing future DH potential in urban areas, but also to 

consider for the DH potential from an energy systems perspective. The potential for expansion 

of the DH system in the EU between 1990 and 2050 is identified based on extensive and detailed 

mapping of the EU heat demand and various heat supply options [16]. The results indicate that 

with DH, the EU energy system will be able to achieve the same reductions in primary energy 

supply and CO2 emissions as the existing alternatives proposed, but with reduced cost by 

approximately 15%. Spatial analysis of renewable energy sources (RES) using Geographical 

Information System (GIS) is important for detailed modelling and planning of renewable-based 

DH systems. For instance research [17] uses GIS-based information for the estimation of solar 

resources in Vietnam. Research [18] uses GIS for identifying economically viable wind power 

utilization potential in Sweden and research [19] uses GIS for techno-economic and 

environmental analysis of heating supply technologies for buildings in China.  

 

GIS analysis has also proved to be a useful tool for assessing the potential for expansion of DH 

systems in cities. For instance, authors in [20] developed a Danish heat atlas as a supporting 

tool for energy system modelling analysis. The heat atlas provided highly detailed information 

for more than 2.5 million buildings in Denmark. The research concluded that heat atlas will be 

a crucial tool for planning the capital-intensive infrastructure investments, such as the 

expansion of DH networks and the introduction of heat-saving measures. In terms of DH 

potential assessments, research [21] concluded that the penetration of DH systems into the 

Danish energy system at 55% to 57% of heat demand would be economically justified. Another 

research carried out for Denmark [22] analysed different heat supplying options including DH, 

individual heat pump and micro combined heat and power plants from the perspective of fuel 

demand, CO2 emissions and cost in renewable-based energy systems. It was concluded that the 

optimal heat supply solution for the DH expansion for the whole of Denmark is somewhere 
between 63 and 70% while the rest of the heat is to be covered by individual heat pumps. 
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Research [23] demonstrates the opportunities for expansions of DH network in the city of 

Sheffield through GIS software modelling for an in-depth analysis of the space heating demand 

within the city. Six zones were identified as possible areas for expansion of the existing DH 

system. Authors in [24] analyzed the utilization of a bottom-up space heating demand mapping 

method for modelling and simulation of an energy system with a high share of variable RES. 

Data obtained from the heat mapping process was used to create scenarios for the development 

of a city’s energy system with high penetration of DH, wind, and solar PV. Another study 

carried out in [25] showed the contribution of power to heat (compression heat pump with 

thermal energy storage) technologies in DH for increasing the variable RES integration in a 

coal-powered energy system. The application of heat pumps in DH can bring additional benefits 

for enhancing the RES integration. In this regard, research [26] develops an air source heat 

pump prototype for producing hot water with high temperature capable of industrial and 

commercial use in coal to electricity-based energy systems. The finding shows that these heat 

pumps have a coefficient of performance (COP) around 1.69, where the ambient temperature 

is -20°C, while at higher ambient temperatures around 5°C the COP increases up to 2.1, which 

indicates that such heat pump has a significant energy saving potential. 

 

For analyzing the impact of DH in energy systems, besides the spatial distribution, the temporal 

distribution of space heating and DHW demand is needed as well. The majority of DH systems 

operate only during the heating season and they cover only the demand for space heating. In 

contrast, 4GDH should also provide DHW to buildings hence their demand profile is an 

important parameter for planning and designing sustainable heat supply solutions. Different 
factors which influence the DHW consumption profile were compared for different types 
of buildings in [27]. In addition, research [28] presents the monthly and hourly DHW 
consumption for residential buildings in Finland, while research [29] and [30] investigate 
the DHW consumption for residential buildings in Canada and Switzerland respectively.  
 

Limited studies are focusing on DHW demand profile both spatially and temporally in DH as 

opposed to space heating. For instance, research [31] provided an innovative method for 

displaying hourly real-time space heating demand profiles to support municipalities toward 

producing renewable heating and sustainable planning solutions. The method showed the 

calculation procedure for displaying the real-time hourly heat demand for each building in a 

district based on the basic cartography, cadaster, and heating degree-day (HDD) values. 

Another study in [32] analyzed space heat demand of DH for a medium-sized DH network in a 

city in southern Germany in a spatially explicit approach excluding hot water. Initially, 

buildings were geo-located and attributes were obtained from various sources including the 

building category, ground floor area, and numbers of floors that were merged. Research [33] 

presents a space heat demand mapping and DH viability assessment method in data pour areas 

using data sources from public databases. The developed method consists of three key steps: 

assessment of the aggregated heating demand, bottom-up mapping used for validation and top-

down mapping of the entire observed area. The spatial analyses were not only useful when 

addressing the current space heating demand, but also while considering the future demand of 

a refurbished building. Research [34] presented a bottom-up approach for the calculation of the 

useful heat demand for space heating and hot water preparation using geo-referenced datasets 

of buildings for the city of Krakow. The results obtained have shown potential areas that have 

sufficient heat demand density for developing the DH system. A similar study was carried out 

in [35] for developing a method for assessing the space heating demand spatially in developing 

cities considering building geometrical features, climate and the share of partially heated areas. 

Research [36] provided a new statistical model based on the census data to assess the energy 

demand, heat demand for space heating and hot water preparation as well as electricity, of 
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buildings in Great Britain. Based on the data available, heat atlases were created around a spatial 

database using a GIS tool. Heat atlases obtained from heat mapping process in [37] were used 

for analyzing the impacts of expanding DH and implementing end-use energy savings at the 

municipality level in relation to an existing local energy system. In terms of DH expansion 

analysis research [38] and [39]  show that the economic viability of DH in larger cities and 

inner-city areas can be favorable for implementing DH, by showing that even the reduction of 

space heating demand in the future, in high heat density areas will not be a barrier for future 

DH networks. Feasibility studies on different DH schemes based on GIS mapping are presented 

in [40]. It was observed that current published reports have underestimated the potential of DH 

utilization for the city of Bowmore. Research [41] identified the heat sources and sinks, 

potential suppliers and end-users, key locations to where a connection should be expanded in 

the DH system, sourced by the waste-to-energy facility, would be feasible. Authors in [42] 

determined the space heat demand mapping and areas where it may be beneficial to expand the 

DH system based on the EU directive 2012/27/EU, using the Salaspils municipality as a case 

study. The study results emphasize the identification of thermal end-users and methods for their 

mapping and assessing possibilities of DH potential utilization in a respective region. Research 

[43] developed a novel method for assessing the costs associated with supplying buildings with 

DH in Denmark. It is concluded that it is economically feasible to expand DH in certain areas, 

but others would require reductions in production costs and distribution losses for DH 

expansions to be economically feasible. A method for assessing the costs of DH expansions has 

been developed in [44]. The method was applied in a GIS model that consists of three parts and 

assesses the costs of heat production, distribution, and transmission. The results showed the 

improvement in the method to assess the distribution costs based on geographical properties of 

each area and transmission costs based on an iterative process that took into account the 

expansion of DH potentials gradually. 

 

The majority of bottom-up spatial research studies focus on the expansion assessments of DH 

systems considering solely the space heat demand of buildings excluding DHW. In contrast, 

for developed countries with a high standard of living, the DHW demand can account for up to 

18% of final energy demand in buildings and up to 30% of total heat demand in buildings [2], 

[27]. The research reviewed also show that DHW is continually increasing in the final energy 

consumption of buildings as opposed to space heating which is expected to decrease because 

of the building refurbishment measures. Thus, this research concentrates on developing a spatial 

method for assessing the economically feasible expansion potential of DH systems that consider 

both space heating and DHW demand of buildings using a GIS tool.  

 

Moreover, the temporal modelling of space heating demand in DH on hourly intervals, 

excluding DHW, is generally carried out by using the HDD method. In terms of the temporal 

modelling of DHW demand in DH, an identified research gap, is a study that considers the 

comprehensive analysis of daily, weekly, and seasonal variations. In general, the daily 

distribution profile of DHW demand in DH within a year is modelled as a constant feature. To 

solve this issue, this research focuses on hourly modelling of DHW demand in a DH considering 

daily, weekly and seasonal fluctuations. The profile of space heating and DHW heating demand 

in DH is particularly important for planning sustainable thermal networks that supply buildings 

with district heat.  

 

Hence, in this paper, a spatial method was developed to show that domestic hot water demand 

in buildings has a significant impact on the feasibility of DH system expansion potential in 

urban areas besides space heating, while temporally modelling total DH demand in hourly 

intervals. The method consists of main four steps: bottom-up mapping of space heating demand, 
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top-down mapping of hot water demand, temporal modelling of hot water demand considering 

daily, weekly and seasonal fluctuations as well as temporal modelling of space heating demand 

using the HDD method. The paper is organised as follows: section 2 discusses method, section 

3 discusses results and discussion and section 4 discusses conclusions respectively. 

2. METHOD 

Spatial and temporal quantification of aggregated space heating and DHW demand in an urban 

area is important for analyzing the expansion potential of DH systems, estimating the capacities 

of heating supply technologies in DH, creating daily and hourly heat demand profiles that can 

be used for detailed and comprehensive energy system analysis. Moreover, the method is also 

important for assessing the process of switching from seasonal to the annual operation of DH 

systems. The spatial-temporal method developed in this research consists of the following main 

steps:  

• The quantification of space heating demand of the city using a bottom-up approach 

• Annual modelling of DHW demand in hourly intervals in DH systems  

• Spatial quantification of DHW demand using a top-down approach 

• Spatial quantification of total aggregated space heating and DHW demand in 250m x250m grid 

• An assessment for quantifying economically feasible expansion potential of the DH system 

• Annual modelling of space heating demand in hourly intervals using HDD method 

2.1 Bottom-up heat demand mapping 

The bottom-up mapping approach is used for assessing spatially the space heating demand of 

buildings in urban area locations, especially cities. The same depends on building 

characteristics and weather dependencies. For a comprehensive presentation of buildings in the 

model, seven different building categories are considered and divided according to their 

purpose of use and construction materials. For instance, house (single-family house = 

insulated), nhouse (single-family house = non-insulated), apartment, commercial, public, office 

and industrial buildings. The building category is considered in the model, as different buildings 

have different energy needs, when assessing spatially the space heating demand of buildings. 

Moreover, as some buildings in the city are partially heated, two bottom-up scenarios have been 

developed in the model to consider that buildings are heated up to their net heated area (fully 

heated) and partially heated. The mathematical description used for spatial quantification of 

space heating demand is provided bellow. The comparison and model calibration between 

bottom-up and top-down space heating demand mapping methods is carried out in detail in 
[35]. 

2.1.1 Space heating demand 

For replication of the method in both developed and developing locations, two scenarios that 

consider for the net space heated areas of buildings partially and fully were investigated in this 

research. The space heating demand of buildings is dependent on the climatic regions as well 

as rural and urban settings. Other than this, based on developed or developing region, partial 

heating of buildings can also be considered in the model. 

2.1.1.1 Buildings fully heated  

The total net space heated area of a building is calculated with the equation: 

 

    rf

b

f

b

hn cnAA =.                                                         (1) 
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where: 𝐴𝑓
𝑏 - is the building floor area, nf - is the number of building floor [-], cr - is the calibration 

ratio between net and gross building heated area and is calculated with: 

 

b

hg

b

hn
r

A

A
c

,

.=                                                                                     (2) 

 

𝐴𝑛.ℎ
𝑏 − is the net building heated area, 𝐴𝑔.ℎ

𝑏  - is the gross building heated area. 

Data regarding the building floor areas (building topography) is available in some countries 

through various agencies like Eurostat [46] and if needed, can also be created manually using 

open layer plugin in Quantum Geographical Information System (QGIS) which is considered 

in this research. The data for building number of floors can be given by cadastre or can be 

identified by visual inspection of buildings using tools like Google Earth Pro [47]. Data 

regarding building categories is also country-specific and for example in EU it is provided by 

Eurostat and for the missing data, it can be also visually collected using Google Earth Pro. This 

data is important for spatial space heat demand mapping process in a QGIS tool [48] as already 

explained in [35]. 

2.1.1.2 Buildings partially heated  

In general, not all buildings in developing countries are fully heated. Buildings heated partially 

are especially encountered to individual houses and nhouse1 categories among others. The only 

difference between house and nhouse is the application of thermal insulation in external walls, 

influencing their thermal performance. The share of heated rooms in individual houses and the 

average surface heated area per room is reflected in equation (3) through correction factor fh [-

]. In addition, the total heated area of a building partially heated is calculated with: 

 

h

b

hn

b

hp fAA = ..                                                                           (3) 

 

where:
.

b

p hA  is the partially heated area of a building, nf is the number of building floor [-] 

The total space heating demand per building is calculated with: 

 
b

h

b

hn

b

hs eAQ = ..
 and b

h

b

hp

b

hs eAQ = ..                                         (4) 

 

where: 𝑄𝑠.ℎ
𝑏  is the space heating demand per building, 𝑒𝑠ℎ

𝑏  is annual specific space heating 

demand per building category.  

 

Specific space heating demand for different building categories can be taken from local energy 

auditing reports and other building energy certificates. The quality of the space heat mapping 

results can be further increased with additional data regarding the age of the building and the 

actual thermal energy performance of each particular building. In the proposed methodology, 

the age of the building is neglected as it is difficult to obtain such detailed data. To account for 

the majority of city building categories in the model, data regarding the thermal energy 

performance of sample buildings are considered and summarized in Table 1. 

 

 

 
1 nhouse- houses without any layer in external walls. These houses are made of blocks with 25cm width and 

plastered with gypsum on inner wall side.  
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Table 1. Building categories and their specific space heating demand [49] 

CATEGORY Specific heating demand, kWh/m2year 

Apartment 161 

Commercial 160 

House 153 

Industry 94 

Nhouse 272 

Office 135 

Public 272 

Once, the space heating demand of each particular building in the city is estimated, a grid with 

adjustable resolution can be added to quantify the spatial distribution of the space heating 

demand. Total aggregated space heating demand in a cell with 250 m x 250 m (grid) 𝑄𝑠.ℎ
𝑔𝑟𝑖𝑑

 was 

the sum of zth buildings intersecting the boundary cell:  

          
=

=
z

x
x

b

hs

grid

hs QQ
1

..
                                                        (5) 

By summing up the total space heating demand of all buildings in the city, the overall city space 

heating demand 𝑄𝑠.ℎ
𝑐𝑖𝑡𝑦

  is calculated:  

 

             
= ==









==

n

i i

z

x
x

b

hs

n

i
x

grid

hs

city

hs QQQ
1 1

.

1

..                                                        (6) 

 

2.1.2 Temporal modelling of domestic hot water  

Hot water demand per occupant depends on standards defined by the country as well as the type 

of use in the building. Research conducted in [27] investigated DHW profiles in residential 

buildings for EU member states, Canada and the USA and their results are shown in Fig. 1. It 

can be seen that there is a significant difference between daily DHW demands in different 

countries. For instance, in Canada average daily DHW demand is 94 l/day/occupant, while in 

other countries like Spain this value is significantly lower 30 l/day/occupant. Besides DHW 

demand per occupant, the increase in the water temperature difference is another critical 

parameter when quantifying spatially and modelling temporally the DHW. For instance, hot 

water supply temperature in EU is 55°C, in Canada is 57.3°C, Japan is less than 65°C and the 

USA is 57.3 °C [27]. 

 
Figure 1. Daily hot water demand per residential occupant by country [27], [50] 
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Hourly modelling of DHW demand profiles in a DH can contribute in developing control 

strategies, where demand follows supply, hence in-depth knowledge of the features of demand 

profiles on an hourly basis will allow the energy modellers and planners to design sustainable 

heating solutions among other. The hourly DHW demand profile changes in different building 

categories. DHW demand profile is complicated and strongly fluctuates over time. Among 

others, lifestyle, weather conditions, occupant behaviour toward DHW usages, occupant 

number, social and economic condition were found the most significant variables in DHW 

consumption. A comparison between daily DHW profiles for different building categories is 

shown in fig. 2. It can be seen that restaurant buildings have the highest peak load demand 

during the mid-day, which is not the case with residential buildings where the peak loads appear 

in the morning and evening. The same can be used for spatial quantification and hourly 

modelling of DHW demand in DH systems using spatial and temporal heat demand mapping 

approach developed in this paper.  

 
Figure 2. Comparison of average daily DHW profiles for different building types [27],[51] 

[52] [53] [54]  
 

As over 95% of the assessed city2 is occupied with residential buildings, for further analysis 

only residential DHW profile is considered. Fig. 3 shows the relative distribution of DHW 

demand profile for a residential consumer. Relative values of this profile were considered for 

modelling hourly DHW demand profile for residential consumers. The reason for such an 

assumption is that the DHW demand profile is approximately similar for residential consumers, 

and it is sparsely dependent on geographical locations [27].    

 
2 The city assessed for the proposed method is Pristina in Kosovo. 
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Figure 3. Relative distribution of DHW demand profile for residential end-user in the winter 

season [27], [54] 

Different seasons also affect the DHW profile, shown in fig. 4, as the DHW needs of the 

residential consumer changes based on activities during a particular season. Based on this, the 

hourly demand profiles between four seasons are considered in the proposed approach. It is 

observed that DHW demand during the spring season is the smallest and the largest demand is 

observed for the winter season. 

 
Figure 4. Relative seasonal influence on the daily DHW profile for residential buildings [54] 

Research has also shown weekly DHW demand profiles variations besides hourly, daily and 

seasonal variations. Fig. 5 shows DHW for the residential consumers estimated by different 

researchers. Krippelova et al. weekly DHW relative profile was considered in this research.  
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Figure 5. Daily average DHW demand per occupant according to different studies on 

residential buildings for a week [55], [56], [57] 

Using the results of DHW modelling per day and the hourly DHW profiles in the four seasons, 

hourly hot water flow rate (𝒎𝒘𝒊) in [l/h] during one year is calculated. Then, the increase of 

DHW water temperature difference (the difference between hot and cold water temperatures) 

is needed. The hot water supply temperature (𝒕𝒉𝒘) is considered the same as in EU countries 

which is 55˚C. The cold water temperature (𝒕𝒄𝒘) during the heating season (between 15.Oct - 

15.April) is considered as 5˚C, while for the remaining time of the year it is considered to be 

15˚C. Specific water heat capacity at constant pressure (𝒄𝒑𝒘) is 1.1667 Wh/kg ˚C. Then using 

the equation number (7), the hourly DHW heating demand is estimated: 

𝑸𝒘𝒊 = 𝒎𝒘𝒊 ∙ 𝒄𝒑𝒘 ∙ (𝒕𝒉𝒘 − 𝒕𝒄𝒘)                                           (7) 

 

2.1.3 Spatial distribution of domestic hot water  

For spatial distribution of DHW a relation between net areas of buildings and occupants was 

found. As residential consumers are considered in the model, it is found that the daily heating 

demand is 2.10 kWh/year/occupant according to standard EN 16147:2011 [17]. This approach 

can be used for calculating hourly heat demand curves. 

 

The total net area 𝐴𝑡.𝑛.𝑎
𝑔𝑟𝑖𝑑

 in a grid size with 250 m x 250 m is calculated as the sum of zth building 

net areas intersecting the boundary of the grid: 

 

         ( )
=

=
z

x
x

b

an

grid

ant AA
1

...                                                        (8) 

 

The number of people in a grid 𝑃𝑐
𝑔𝑟𝑖𝑑

, is determined using the approach for an average net 

building area per occupant 𝑎𝑎.𝑛.𝑎
𝑐 : 
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In this way, the DHW heating demand per grid 𝑄ℎ.𝑤
𝑔𝑟𝑖𝑑

 is calculated by multiplying the number 

of occupants of the corresponding cell with specific hot water demand per occupant 𝑒ℎ.𝑤
𝑐 ,  which 

is calculated according to standard EN 16147:2011 [17]. 

 
c

wh

grid

c

grid

wh ePQ .. =                                                (10) 

  

3.1.4 Total aggregated heat demand 

Space heating and DHW heating demands are summed up for defining the total aggregated heat 

demand of a corresponding cell 𝑸𝒕.𝒉
𝒈𝒓𝒊𝒅

 with 250 m x 250 m using equation (11).  

          
grid

hs

grid

wh

grid

ht QQQ ... +=                                                       (11) 

where: 
.

grid

h wQ  is annual DHW heating demand and 
.

grid

s hQ  is the annual space heating demand. 

 

The results of total aggregated heat demand in a grid with 250 m x 250 m, are further used for 

analysing economically viable DH expansion potential. 

 

2.2 District heating expansion potential analysis 

Feasibility analysis for expansion of DH up to the economically viable level was carried out in 

250 m x 250 m aggregated total annual heat demand grid w equation (12). It takes into account 

the actual specific price of heat for final end-users. The price of district heat is paid both in 

[euro/MWh] and [euro/m2] and it includes the price of the connection fee. Apart from that, 

equation (12) includes the cost of installation and operation of heating technologies reflected 

by Levelized Cost of Heat (LCOH) as well as the cost of expansion of the DH network. Grid 

areas with DHp ≥ 0 were considered as economically feasible area locations for expansion of 

DH system:   

 

egeg

grid

htheat

grid

htp clLCOHQcQDH .... 65200 −−                            (12) 

where: 𝑄𝑡.ℎ
𝑔𝑟𝑖𝑑

 is the total aggregated heat demand in a single grid with 250 m x 250 m, 𝐶ℎ𝑒𝑎𝑡 is 

the price of heat, LCOH is the levelized cost of heat, 𝑙𝑔.𝑒 is the specific equivalent network 

length within a grid size with 250 m x 250 m, 𝐶𝑔.𝑒 is the cost of distribution network installation 

length in a grid with 250 m x 250 m for inner cities [58].  

 

The levelized cost of heat was calculated using the LCOH from [59] for a DH based on large 

scale heat pump. Data regarding the capital expenditure, discount rate, tax rate and present value 

of deprecation are considered from [59], while other remaining data regarding the capital, fixed 

and variable cost of technologies and lifetime of investment for large scale heat pumps in DH 

are taken from Danish technology report [60].  

 

The specific equivalent length of the DH network within a grid with 250 m x 250 m is calculated 

by: 

 

( ) ( )
gridDHpDHnDHegeg AlAll /// .... =                                         (13) 
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where: 𝑙𝑒𝑔.𝐷𝐻, is the existing district network length, 𝐴𝑛𝐷𝐻 is the net area of buildings connected 

to DH, 𝐴𝑝.𝐷𝐻 is the potential net building areas for connection to expanded DH, 𝐴𝑔𝑟𝑖𝑑 is the 

area of the ground distributed network. 

2.3 Heating Degree-Day Method 

Heating degree days are used to quantify temporally the space heating demand of buildings in 

DH. HDD’s are depended on outdoor air temperatures and can be expressed in daily and hourly 

intervals by showing the amount of heat needed to heat the buildings up to the comfort level. 

The more detailed recorded outdoor air temperature data, the more accurate is the HDD 

calculation. Weather data was taken from the Meteonorm software for the city [61]. HDD’s 

vary significantly in the geographical location of buildings, but since the application of the 

current method is applied at a city level, the outdoor air temperature is assumed to be same for 

all the buildings. The definition of HDD’s is based on the German norm DIN 4701 [50]. 

 

𝑇𝑎𝑚 ≤ 12℃ and 𝑇𝑖𝑛 = 20℃                                          (14) 

 

Daily dry air temperature over the year is considered for the model, while the internal design 

air temperature in buildings is considered to be 20˚C and the HDD threshold to be 12˚C. HDD’s 

are calculated between 15 October and 15 April. Degree days counted out of this interval equal 

zero. A result of sample HDD calculation is described in table 2. 

 

Table 2. Heating degree-day evaluation  

Day of the 

month  

Daily mean outside air 

temperature  [62] 

HDD threshold 

12˚C 

HDD 

15 November  5 12 15 

15 January  -3 12 23 

15 March 7 12 13 

According to equation (15) the space heating demand is linear to ambient dry air temperature 

Tam as well as indoor air temperature Tin. The total (grid) hourly space heating demand 𝑄𝑠ℎ
𝑔𝑟𝑖𝑑

 

is then a sum of space heating demand annually 𝑄𝑠ℎ
𝑔𝑟𝑖𝑑

 over all the buildings contained in a 

boundary grid divided by all ∑ 𝐻𝐷𝐷8760
𝑖=1 𝑠 during the year times hourly heating degrees 𝐻𝐷𝐷: 

 

        


=


=

8760

1

.
..

i

grid

hsgrid

dhs

HDD

HDDQ
Q                                                      (15) 

 

DHW demand is not dependent on outside air temperature variations as in HDD’s, even though 

during the summer months there is a slightly low or little demand for DHW [27], which was 

considered while modelling DHW temporally in subsection 2.1.1. 
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3. RESULTS AND DISCUSSION  

3.1. District heating system of Pristina 

As a case study for testing the method, existing DH system of Pristina was selected. The city 

has already established a DH system since 2014, which is based on cogeneration coal-based 

thermal power plant Kosova B [63]. However, only a small part of the city around 19% of total 

heat demand is already connected to DH. Figure 6 shows the actual DH network respectively 

buildings that are being supplied with district heat. The model contained detailed information 

for 23384 buildings regarding their thermal energy performance and building topography. For 

validation of the bottom-up space heat demand mapping approach with recorded annual DH 

data from the local heat distribution company, two factors have been taken into consideration; 

the net area of buildings already connected to DH and the space heating demand of these 

buildings. The calibration ratio cr, around 0.7 - 0.8 for different building categories, was 

considered for the estimation of net area of buildings in the GIS model. Apart from this, the 

local DH distribution company provided data regarding the net building areas of consumers 

already connected to existing DH. Similar numbers of net heated areas for identified buildings 

connected to DH were obtained when running calculations in the GIS model and the results of 

modelling are summarized in table 3. In addition of using the data for net heated areas of 

buildings and specific heat demand for building category (shown in table 1), the space heating 

demand of buildings already connected to DH was also calulated. The comparative results 

between building space heat demand recorded and modelled with GIS show a good agreement. 

The difference between modelled and recorded data is less than 5%, which indicates the 

accuracy of the model. The GIS model used for validation purpose, considers only the space 

heat demand of buildings, excluding DHW, because existing DH is used only for covering space 

heating demand of buildings. The space heat demand of buildings reported from DH 

distribution company and calculated in GIS were 230 and 235 GWh/year respectively. In 

contrast, the validation results can be further improved with the use of different calibration ratio 

(ratio between net and a gross area of the building), the share of heated areas in buildings, space 

heating demand of buildings and hot water demand among others. 

Table 3. Validation of the GIS model with recorded data from existing DH [63].   

 GIS model Actual DH Difference in [%] 

Surface net heated area of buildings 

connected to existing DH, m2 

 

641005 

 

620798 

 

3.2 

Space heat demand of buildings 

connected to existing DH, GWh/year 

 

235 

 

230 

 

2.2 

Polygon areas with red colour, shown in figure 6, are buildings that are being supplied by the 

existing DH system. The analysis shows that not all buildings that are close to DH grid are 

connected. When classifying the building categories that are connected to the DH system, it 

was found that the main heat consumers are apartment, public and commercial buildings, with 

only a few houses. In total, 411 thermal substations in existing DH are used for exchanging 

heat. Plate heat exchangers are the most widely used in these thermal substations [63]. 
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Figure 6. Buildings being supplied by the actual district heating network in Pristina 

 

The actual installed thermal capacity of the cogeneration system in Pristina is 140 MWth. 

Annual thermal energy production recorded in 2018 was 250 GWhth/year and the maximum 

utilized capacity was 70 MWth, which means that there is a significant potential for the 

expansion of existing DH system using actual thermal capacities. There are plans for increasing 

the cogeneration capacities from actual and new thermal power plants (if built) up to 280 MWth. 

The main objectives of DH Company is the maximum utilization of available heat supply 

capacities, increasing the reliability of heating supply, plan the expansion of DH and integrate 

renewable heating solutions. For the integration of renewable technologies and expansion 

analysis of DH system, spatial and temporal analysis of space heating and DHW demand are 

crucial. Figure 7 shows the ambient air temperature fluctuations and actual space heating 

demand of buildings QSH that are connected to existing DH distributed on hourly intervals 

during one year using the HDD method. The total annual aggregated heat demand of buildings 

in DH was 230 GWh/year. The heat supplied by existing DH is used only for covering the space 

heating of buildings. The heating season in Kosovo is in between 15 October and 15 April, 
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because in this interval the air temperature is lower than HDD threshold 12°C. Annual HDD in 

Pristina account for 2830 degree days/year.  

 

Figure 7.  QSH Actual space heating demand curve of Pristina DH for one-hour resolution (in 

black), local Pristina ambient dry air temperature (in blue) 

 

3.2 Space heating and domestic hot water heating demand in existing district heating 

system 

Using a bottom-up heat demand mapping approach described in method section 2.1, the space 

heating demand spatially distributed over a grid with 250 m x 250 m in existing DH is 

quantified. The results of space heating demand spatially are shown in Figure 8.  

 

Figure 8. Actual space heating demand for the buildings connected to DH 
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As the existing DH supplies only the space heating demand of buildings, the spatial analysis 

proposed in this research for quantifying DHW focuses firstly on buildings that are already 

connected to DH. The description of the method is given subsection 2.1.3. The average net area 

of building per occupant in Pristina varies from 20-80 m2/ occupant, so a net area of 60 m2 per 

occupant was assumed and used for the analysis of DHW demand mapping spatially. Using the 

attributes for buildings distributed in a grid (250 m x 250 m) respectively by dividing the net 

build-up areas in a grid with assumed net surface building area per occupant, a density 

population grid was estimated which was then validated using the actual number of consumers 

connected to DH. A hot water temperature increase of 40˚C and a hot water demand of 50 

l/d/occupant during the heating season was considered for estimation of DHW heating demand 

per occupant. DHW heating demand during the winter is the largest in comparison to other 

seasons, hence it is considered in spatial mapping. 

In contrast, daily DHW demand during the summer months is a bit smaller compared to other 

months and different countries apply different increase in hot water temperature [27]. Also, the 

profile of hot water demand is different for different building categories, but as more than 95% 

of the consumers are residential for the considered case study, their distribution profile was 

considered.  

The calculated DHW demand per occupant was multiplied with the number of people in a 

respective cell. In this way, the DHW heating demand spatially was estimated and the results 

of modelling are shown in Figure 9. It was estimated that the total DHW heating demand for 

existing buildings that are already connected to the DH of Pristina would be 57.67 MWhth/year. 

In this regard, the space heating and DHW demand would account for 97.7 and 2.3% of total 

heat demand in existing DH. 

 

Figure 9. Spatial distribution of DHW heating demand for building already connected to DH 
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Besides the estimation of DHW heating demand spatially, its hourly demand profile is another 

critical parameter that should be taken into account when planning and modelling of modern 

DH systems. Figure 10 shows the modelling of space heating and DHW demand for the existing 

DH of Pristina over the year in hourly intervals. Hot water modelling was based on the actual 

number of residential buildings connected to DH.  

Figure 11 shows the results of DHW modelling for one week during four seasons. A week in 

January, April, July and September was considered for comparative analysis of DHW demand 

profiles in DH. Significant differences in DHW demand profiles can be observed especially 

between spring and winter seasons. The largest heating demand for DHW account for winter, 

then autumn, summer and spring respectively. It reveals that hourly DHW demand profile, for 

actual residential end-users that are connected to DH, would change in hourly, daily, and 

seasonal intervals. For instance, the maximum DHW demand during the winter and spring 

seasons would be 93 m3/h and 50 m3/h respectively. 

Moreover, significant differences in hot water heating demand during the days of the week in 

a particular season can be observed. The results show that weekends have a higher demand in 

comparison to weekdays, and the same trend was observed in four seasons. Moreover, the 

maximum DHW heating demand around 5.2 MWh/h was observed during the winter season on 

Sundays. This means that an additional 5.2 MW capacity would be needed by the heat 

distribution company in Pristina to cover both space and DHW heating demand.  

The existing DH system in Pristina is not operating annually, hence the DHW demand of 

buildings is entirely being supplied by electric heaters which electricity production is based on 

lignite coal. This study would be beneficial for assessing the feasibility of DH to switch to 

annual operation. In addition, the operation of DH annually may lead to substantial benefits 

such as building’s supply with space heating and DHW, recycle heat from waste sources, 

integrate renewable heat, ensure sustainable transformation towards clean energy systems 

among other [13]. 
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Figure 10. QSH Actual space heating demand curve of Pristina DH for one- hour resolution (in black), local Pristina ambient dry air temperature 

(in blue), Tin internal desired dry air temperature (in yellow) and the definition of HDD threshold with 12˚C (in red), QHW hot water heating 

demand (in orange). 

 

 

Figure 11. Hourly hot water demand in [m3] and residential hot water heating demand QHW in existing DH [MW]  
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3.3 Space heating and domestic hot water heating demand in expanded district heating system  

The following section shows the spatial results of space heating demand, DHW heating demand as well as the spatial analysis for expansion of DH 

in Pristina. Furthermore, is also shows the temporal modelling of space heating and DHW demand in potential DH system. The results of space 

heat demand of buildings distributed spatially in a grid with 250 m x 250 m are presented in Figure 12. In this scenario, it was considered that the 

houses are being heated to their net area, which is not reflecting the real scenario for assessed area locations. Another scenario, where houses are 

heated partially was considered in this research and the results are shown in Figure 16. 

 
Figure 12. Bottom-up mapping approach for estimation of actual building space heating demand 
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Using the same approach presented schematically in Figure 9, the DHW demand for the entire city spatially was estimated (Figure 13). The first 

step (left top picture) shows the net building area, the second step (left bottom picture) shows the number of population in a corresponding cell and 

the third step (right picture) shows the aggregated DHW heating demand annually. It can be seen that grids with higher DHW heating demand 

match spatially with high space heating density grids in Figure 12.  

 

Figure 13. Top-down mapping approach for estimation of DHW heating demand spatially
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The grids of DHW and space heating demand were aggregated for the quantification of the total 

heat demand of the city, which is used for further analysis of DH expansion potential. The 

results of total heat demand of the city with a spatial resolution grid of 250 m x 250 m are 

presented in Figure 14. Heat demand for space heating and DHW accounted for 1.95 and 0.217 

TWh/year respectively. In this way, the total aggregated city heat demand was estimated to be 

2.167 TWh/year. These results are obtained while considering that all building categories are 

heated to their net areas (fully heated), which may not be reflecting a real case. In contrast, 

when considering buildings that are heated partially in the model (the share of heated rooms in 

houses that are being heated partially in Pristina) it was estimated that the total city space 

heating demand is 1.61 TWh/year and the hot water demand has remained the same (0.217 

TWh/year) as in the previous scenario. 

 
Figure 14. Total heat demand aggregated in a map with a 250 m x 250 m grid including heat 

demand for space heating and hot water preparation. 

 

Figure 15 shows spatially the red grids with 250 m x 250 m, where it is economically feasible 

to expand the DH system. The analysis was performed considering actual heat prices, levelized 

cost of heat, as well as the cost of DH expansion network. In Pristina, the specific cost of district 

heat that consumers pay to heat distribution company is 58.8 euro/MWhth, the levelized cost of 

heat was calculated as 40.3 euro/MWhth using the prices of heat supply technologies [60] and 

the specific cost of DH expansion in inner cities was considered as 289 euro/m. These input 

data was integrated into a GIS model using the equation (15). In this way, grids with value 

greater than zero are considered as economically feasible areas for DH network supply. Total 

aggregated heat demand that is feasible to be connected to DH is 1.80 TWhth/year in the 

scenario where buildings are fully heated. While considering the partially heated rooms in 

houses, the total aggregated heat demand in DH was reduced to 1.316 TWhth/year.  
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Figure 15. District heating potential  

 

Figure 16 shows the results of hourly modelling of DHW and space heating demand in 

economically viable expanded DH network, when buildings are heated-up partially to their net 

areas. The results show that the existing DH system can be expanded four times, when 

excluding DHW from the analysis. Moreover, it was estimated that the space heating demand 

of buildings in expanded DH system accounts for 1.143 TWh/year, for which the maximum 

utilized capacity to power such demand would be 600 MW.  

In contrast, when considering DHW demand, besides space heating demand of buildings, it was 

found that DH could be expanded five times in comparison to existing DH share. The modelling 

of hot water heating demand in potential DH is shown in figure 17. Again higher demand for 

hot water is observed during the winter in comparison to other seasons. The estimated 

maximum DHW capacity would be 70 MW during  Sundays of the winter season. It means that 

DHW demand capacity would account for 10% of total potential installed DH capacity.
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Figure 16.  QSH potential space heating demand profile of Pristina DH for one- hour resolution (in black) when houses are partially heated, local 

Pristina ambient dry air temperature (in blue), Tin internal desired dry air temperature (in yellow) and the HDD threshold with 12˚C (in red), QHW 

hot water heating demand (in orange).  

 

Figure 17. Hourly residential hot water heating demand QHW in [MW]  
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4. CONCLUSION 

A method for obtaining the bottom-up aggregated space heating and DHW demand maps and 

curves for actual and potential DH demand has been developed. The method has been applied 

to the urban building stock of Pristina. When compared to other bottom-up approaches that are 

applied for the estimation of DH potential, this research has further considered the analysis of 

DHW demand. Besides, this research also takes into account the impact of fully and partially 

heated buildings, which reinforces the replicability of this approach in both developed and 

developing countries. It was estimated that total potential heat demand for space heating and 

DHW that is economically viable to be supplied by DH system is 1.80 TWh/year when 

considering that buildings are heated to their net heated area. However, this is not the actual 

case for Kosovo, as houses are not being heated to their net heated areas [35]. When considering 

this in the model, the total estimated heat demand that is feasible for being supplied by DH is 

reduced to 1.32 TWh/year. Actual heat supply by DH for buildings in Pristina is 250 GWh/year 

and is used only for space heating purposes, so the potential for expansion of DH in this city is 

significant. This means that only 19% of potential DH demand is being supplied by existing 

DH in Pristina. This research also developed a method for modelling the hourly distribution of 

DHW demand in DH considering hourly, daily, weekly and seasonal variation in hot water 

demand profile. Temporal distribution of space heating and DHW demand is important for 

planning and modelling analysis of sustainable DH systems. In terms of needed capacities to 

meet the demand in the expanded DH, research has shown that for space heating the maximal 

capacity would be around 600 MW. Additional 70 MW thermal capacity would be needed for 

covering DHW demand in DH during the winter season.  

A similar approach can be used in other urban areas if the specific data regarding the building 

floor, building heights and energy performance certificate per building category is known. 

However, for all other urban areas in Kosovo, such data is not available. There exists only 

spatial data regarding the 2D urban area views recorded from space satellites, which can be 

applied for the production of building floor areas, but the evaluation of building heights and 

their categories can only be done through the visual investigation of buildings or by using 

surveys. Such a process of data collection and processing requires considerable amount of time 

and resources, hence this method for data collection could prove to be a non-feasible approach. 

Temporal heat demand profile (both space heating and DHW) can be of high importance when 

studying renewable heat integration in the DH system (for instance: solar thermal collectors, 

waste heat resources, the power to heat technologies among others). Local authorities, utilities 

and policymakers can harness the results regarding the expansion priorities of DH, plan the 

utilization of their maximum heat production potential, develop new capacities, increase the 

reliability of heating supply solutions as well as meet the targets and obligations regarding the 

energy efficiency implementation measures. 
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